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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated August 24, 2005, has been reviewed in 
detail and the application has been amended in the sincere effort to 
place the same in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of the 
application and allowance in its amended form are requested based 
on the following remarks. 

Applicants retain the right to pursue broader claims under 35 
U.S.C. §120. 

Applicants have provided a unique solution with respect to 
problems regarding BEVERAGE BOTTLING PLANT FOR FILLING 
BEVERAGE BOTTLES OR OTHER BEVERAGE CONTAINERS WITH A 
LIQUID BEVERAGE FILLING MATERIAL AND AN ARRANGEMENT 
FOR DIVIDING AND SEPARATING OF A STREAM OF BEVERAGE 
BOTTLES OR OTHER BEVERAGE CONTAINERS. Applicants' solution 
is now claimed in a manner that satisfies the requirements of 35 
U.S.C. §102 and 103. 
Telephonic Interview : 

The undersigned would like to sincerely thank the Examiner for 
the courtesies extended during a telephonic interview between the 
Examiner and the undersigned on May 22, 2006. During the 
telephonic interview, Claims 13 and 14 were primarily discussed. At 
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that time distinctions of the present invention as claimed in Claims 
13 and 14 were pointed out by the undersigned that distinguished 
over the applied prior art. 

An official agreement was not reached between the Examiner 
and the undersigned as to the allowability of Claims 13 or 14 over 
the applied prior art. However, the Examiner indicated that if 
arguments similar to what were discussed in the interview were 
presented in an amendment, they would most likely receive favorable 
consideration. Accordingly, Claim 14 has been amended herein in 
independent form and to include the limitations of its base claim and 
any intervening claims, that is, Claims 12 and 13. Arguments in 
support of the allowability of Claim 14 over the applied prior art are 
presented herein below. 

The telephonic interview is further summarized below in the 
section entitled "Recordation of the Substance of the Telephonic 
Interview." 

Rejection of Claims 12-14 and 20 Under 35 U.S.C. S102 : 

Claims 12-14 and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102, as 
being unpatentable over Vamvakas (US 3552537). Claims 12-13 
have been canceled herein, without prejudice, and the subject matter 
thereof incorporated into new independent Claim 14. Claim 20 has 
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been amended to depend from Claim 14 since the claim from which 
Claim 20 depends, that is, Claim 12, has been canceled. Claim 20 
also has been amended to remove redundant claim language already 
set forth in amended Claim 14. It is therefore respectfully submitted 
that no new matter has been added or entered and no new issues 
have been raised by this amendment. 

As understood, Vamvakas shows a conveyor system for 
controlling the flow of containers. The conveyor system essentially 
comprises an infeed conveyor 10, two conveyors 22 and 23, a 
median gap 31 with a center rail 32, a divider plow 36, and two 
discharge conveyors 47 and 48. The conveyors 22 and 23 are 
disposed parallel to one another throughout their entire length. The 
conveyor 22 moves at a slower linear speed than the conveyor 23 in 
order to break up the jamming or clustering of containers. As 
containers are fed at a substantial volume into the conveyor system 
via the infeed conveyor 10, the center rail 32 emerges and projects 
from the median gap 31, causing bottles to move toward either the 
slower conveyor 22 or the faster conveyor 23. In addition, the 
conveyors 22, 23 can be tilted slightly to have an outward slope, as 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. By the combined efforts of the center rail 
32 and the tilting of the conveyors 22, 23, the containers are thereby 
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moved onto either the slower conveyor 22 or the faster conveyor 23. 

Any containers which ride the center rail 32 without moving towards 

either the slower conveyor 22 or the faster conveyor 23 will 

eventually run into the divider plow 36, where the containers will then 

be guided, based on their position on the center rail 32, towards 

either the slower conveyor 22 or the faster conveyor 23. Once 

containers have been positioned onto either the slower conveyor 22 

or the faster conveyor 23, they are moved in a single file line toward 

their respective discharge conveyors 47 and 48. As understood, 

Vamvakas shows two conveyors that are parallel to each other, and 

remain parallel throughout their entire length. 

In contrast to Vamvakas, Claim 14 recites, in part: 

"said first conveyor structure comprises a first portion 
disposed adjacent said input configured to receive an input 
stream of containers and a second portion disposed adjacent 
said first output being configured to discharge a first output 
stream of containers; 

said second conveyer structure comprises a first portion 
disposed adjacent said input configured to receive an input 
stream of containers and a second portion disposed adjacent 
said second output being configured to discharge a second 
output stream of containers; 

said second portion of said first conveyer structure and 
said second portion of said second conveyer structure being 
disposed to diverge from one another at a point of divergence; 

said guide structure is disposed between said point of 
divergence and said first and second outputs to permit 
separation of the first stream of containers into the first output 
stream of containers and into the second output stream of 
containers; 
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said guide structure comprises a tip portion; 

said second portion of said first conveyer structure and 
said second portion of said second conveyer structure are 
disposed at an angle with respect to one another to separate 
the first output stream of containers from the second output 
stream of containers; and 

said second portion of said first conveyer structure and 
said second portion of said second conveyer structure diverge 
from one another anteriorly of said tip portion of said guide 
structure." 

Vamvakas, as understood, does not teach or suggest a 
conveyor structure with the features recited in Claim 14. As 
understood, Vamvakas shows two conveyors that are parallel to one 
another, and remain parallel to one another throughout their entire 
length, not two conveyor structures that are disposed to diverge from 
one another. Vamvakas does not show that the two conveyors 
diverge from one another at an angle at a point of divergence in 
order to separate containers. In addition, Vamvakas does not teach 
or suggest that the two conveyors are disposed to diverge at an 
angle from one another after divergence, in order to separate 
containers. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner asserts that Vanvakas shows 
first and second conveyors that are physically separate from each 
other and have different endpoints, and are therefore considered by 
the Examiner as being diverging. However, it is respectfully 
submitted that such an interpretation of the terms "diverge" or 
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"diverging" or "divergence" is incorrect as not being in accordance 
with the generally agreed upon meanings of these terms. According 
to Webster's Third New International Dictionary (Unabridged), © 1986, 
published by Merriam-Webster Inc., the term "diverge" means "to 
move or extend in different directions from a common point : draw 
apart." The term "divergence" means "a drawing apart (as of lines 
extending from a common center)." The American Heritage Dictionary 
of the English Language, Fourth Edition, © 2000, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Company, agrees with these definitions, in that it 
defines "diverge" as meaning "to go or extend in different directions 
from a common point; branch out." Finally, the WordNet 2.0 
dictionary, © 2003, published by Princeton University defines 
"diverge" as meaning "move or draw apart." Copies of these 
references are supplied herewith. 

According to these various dictionaries, two objects diverge 
when they come apart in different directions. The conveyors 22, 23 
of Vamvakas, however, never come apart in different directions as 
they are always parallel to one another throughout their entire length. 
It is therefore respectfully submitted that the conveyors 22, 23 could 
not be reasonably interpreted as being diverging. 

Vamvakas does mention in column 3, lines 32-36, the following: 



16 



Docket No.: NHL-HOL-63 
Serial No.: 10/723,451 
Customer No.: 00432 

"In FIG. 3 the center rail 32 will begin to emerge and project above 

the level of the conveyor plates 22a and 23a, and concurrently these 

plates will begin to assume an outward divergent slope relative to 

each other." It would therefore appear from this statement that the 

conveyors 22, 23 of Vamvakas do indeed diverge. However, this 

statement is a misuse of the term divergent. The conveyor plates 

22a, 23a, as can be easily seen in Figs. 4 and 5 of Vamvakas, are 

tilted and sloped outwardly. But to describe the tilted position of the 

conveyor plates 22a, 23a as being divergent is hardly accurate. The 

plates have simply been pivoted such that their top surfaces are 

disposed at different angles with respect to another yet the 

conveyors are parallel to one another along their length, which does 

not match the generally agreed upon definition of diverge or 

divergent as discussed above. It is therefore respectfully submitted 

that Vamvakas has misused the term "divergent" in describing the 

position or slope of the conveyor plates 22a, 23a. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that Claim 14 

distinguishes over Vamvakas. It is therefore believed that Claim 14 

is allowable over Vamvakas. Claims 15-20 are also believed to be 

allowable over Vamvakas based on their dependence from Claim 14, 

as well as the distinguishing features recited therein. 
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Rejection of Claims 15-19 Under 35 U.S.C. $103 : 

Claims 15-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being 
unpatentable over Vamvakas. In contrast to Vamvakas, Claim 15 
recites, in part: 

"at least one sheet metal surface structure; 

said at least one sheet metal slide structure is disposed 
adjacent said point of divergence to permit separation of the first 
output stream of containers and the second output stream of 
containers; and" 

Vamvakas does not disclose such a limitation, and therefore Claim 
15 distinguishes over Vamvakas. Further, since Claim 14 is believed 
to be allowable, it is believed that Claim 15 is allowable based on its 
dependence on Claim 14. It is therefore believed that the 
Examiner's rejection to Claim 15 has been overcome. Claims 15-19 
are therefore believed to be allowable based on their dependence 
from Claim 14, as well as the distinguishing features recited therein. 
Recordation of the Substance of the Telephonic Interview : 

In order to render this Amendment complete, the following is a 
recordation of the substance of the telephonic interview conducted 
with the Examiner on May 23, 2006: 

1) No exhibits were shown, nor were any demonstrations 
conducted. 

2) Primarily, Claims 13 and 14 were discussed. 
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3) Primarily, the prior art discussed was Vamvakas (US 
3552537). 

4) Applicant's representative essentially proposed to present 
arguments in the manner set forth in this Amendment. 

5) Generally, Applicant's representative submitted, inter alia, 
that the prior art discussed did not teach nor suggest diverging 
conveyor structures, such as claimed in amended Claim 14. 

6) Generally no other pertinent matters were discussed. 

7) The general outcome of the interview was an indication from 
the Examiner that if the arguments presented during the interview 
were submitted in the present Amendment, such arguments would 
receive favorable consideration. 

Art Made of Record : 

The prior art made of record and not applied has been carefully 
reviewed, and it is submitted that it does not, either taken singly or 
in any reasonable combination with the other prior art of record, 
defeat the patentability of the present invention or render the present 
invention obvious. Further, Applicants are in agreement with the 
Examiner that the prior art made of record and not applied does not 
appear to be material to the patentability of the claims currently 
pending in this application. 
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In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that this 
application is in condition for allowance, and early action towards 
that end is respectfully requested. 
Summary and Conclusion : 

It is submitted that Applicants have provided a new and unique 
BEVERAGE BOTTLING PLANT FOR FILLING BEVERAGE BOTTLES 
OR OTHER BEVERAGE CONTAINERS WITH A LIQUID BEVERAGE 
FILLING MATERIAL AND AN ARRANGEMENT FOR DIVIDING AND 
SEPARATING OF A STREAM OF BEVERAGE BOTTLES OR OTHER 
BEVERAGE CONTAINERS. It is submitted that the claims, as 
amended, are fully distinguishable from the prior art. Therefore, it is 
requested that a Notice of Allowance be issued at an early date. 

If mailed, I, the person signing this certification below, hereby 
certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the date indicated in the certification 
of mailing on the transmittal letter sent herewith, or if facsimile 
transmitted, I, the person signing this certification below, hereby 
certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office on the date indicated in the 
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certification of facsimile transmission on the transmittal letter which 
is being facsimile transmitted herewith. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Nils H. LjungmaTi, Esq. 
Attorney for the Applicant 
Reg. No. 25,997 

Name of person signing certification 
Nils H. Ljungman & Associates 
P.O. Box 130 

Greensburg, PA 15601-0130 
Telephone: (724) 836-2305 
Facsimile: (724) 836-2313 
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dithyrambic 

tOk dJthyrambos^prob^ot oon-IB origin] 1 : a choric poem, 
chant^orlhymnlpf /ancient Greece sung by revelers at the 
3 festival inJhond5*oHthe*god Dionysus 2 : a poem in an 
inspired wil^irregularlstrain 3, 3 »: a >' statement or piece of 
wrftng^inj^anTexalte^limpassioned style usu, in praise of 
/tomcthkiglKwentlintb^s over the'beauty of the* landscape) 
tdf Ui-yInuniTDicVX:*»:rambik.- -bek\ adj [ Gk dlthyrambikos, 
Mf%dftft™mbo^a+^-lko3i-ic}%l : of ^or relating to dithyrambs 
;:Mmposing!dithyrambs 2'i'Uke a dithyramb esp. in being 
^impaMidned^andrfelevated Xhe grew ~ in speaking of the 
tcandiarte^s*^ merits) — ditn-y.ram.bi.cal.ly \-bik(»)le, 
&bek?^u\'*adV 

\aaithyrainblcl\-Y * -s : dithyramb 

JdlItliyirttlU-nm>\;dT t thIVideani,V- | dith9TA n -s [NL, fr. dl- 
r+^Gkfrty^Wiort/dim. of /Ayra»door — more at door] : a 
| larva ^of Icertain taenioid tapeworms consisting of a scolex 
Iliivaginatedfinto an • elongated solid J body 
fliUilgfpr«ypar/,oy.'DlTB >lf% : ' 

diUbnfrttsitMHMrivL'frflc/o'/i-, dlclo word of command, com- 
•mlimlfeWiHibnHfrftrf/cerir^- * 



io -ion — more at 




inclsjbf/young (~ worms) 

Gk><///o«ort."fr. neut 



of dltonos having 
"tonos tto.ne — more at tone] : the Greek 



ma jor4 third comprehending ; two major 



duringUw^kindsjoffyc 
diUon|i\{di*t5n«ii(t<: 
? twJjtdnesSf r^dia+Jla 
^ musical lihtervaljoff aji.--, . 

^stepsTcoirespondingf to thegratio 81:64, and- being slightly 
f larOTTth™YtheTm^ — dMon*iC \(?)dl- 

^rtanikjcffifyf*^ . 

dltoniclcommafnlt trans, of. NL comma dltontcum} i the>dif- 
«ferenceain1|pitch!4betweeniitwo musical tones respectively 
*tw^velperYectifUthsfa'ndFseven octaves from the same tone 
•- ^a^&Eid|&7che--ntioYof 531,441:524.288 - called 
: «? alsofJJy/ togorea^comma 

di;trem;a\taUVdI^trem9d.3\ [NL, fr. d\- + -tremata} syn 

mitr^Ta^t01IsTOt)d^tren»d.os\*a4/'[^- + Gk trlmat-, 
ffreVn^h^IeT+lE&iu^morefattTHROw] 1 : having the two 
agemtallolxriingslK^ pulmonale 
snaib||2*{:lha^githefgenital (r and^anal openings separate 
-"rTused toflvivi parous {fishes' ' 



di.triglypn\\(WdIvhi\ sriF, ditrtglyphe, 
xtriglyphjf :^aibori-> ^ 
4 zo n ta 1 fljd ivisjon^inf • 
jthe y Poriclaichjtec4^' 
|tural-style?assumed 
s to icon tain fctwdlf trtf 
|gIyphs:*asMa]fc*a 



fr. dl- + triglyphe 



nfetwSStrf 

f smgle\metope>with^ 
^itsUimiungraglyphs r 
|t>*ftwoi^iopes- 




IwUhfonetwhol^ nd 
ft?^hajfj^g1yj5hs,1 
lequ^hgflran^ihter-l 
TcblumniaUonTc,:JtheJ 
IwideTmiddlefihter-i 
icolum niattonlf ouridU- .y ^ .- .. » . »■ - 
4in^some^^rdco«SditngIyph, showing* portions included 
iflfilth^spa^fromfeccprding to senses c, b, c. and d 
It hetwrt icallarafofffir^ 

tolKSmetopel^llUiatTofvtbe next but one — dl«trlglyphlc 

«iW«^y©'dlS5^'[KV^v+ frfeona/] oj a six-sided 
iBprlsm^jpyramidffxbjiving onlytfbe alternate-interfacial angles 
i^.'oi|m c^s^EK OHEDRON illustration — . di.trigonally 

^^C^^^ffiS •?SkeV»rw:dI. (.)tro;k-\ a# : of. con- 
PtarmnE?^com«dhg^ofAa^ditrochee 
^:troclee>A(!)dIHi\^itliL'i&?Gk; LL ditrochaeus, fr. Gk 
fl/jwttfotofr.irf/^ — more at trochee] 

l -K^«S^ 0 ?fe^ : l a l^ oi ^V dipody reckoned as a single 
^roe asure jiorlcompou nd If oqt ffs.fr ' 




ME&dlptannus, dltoyne, fr. ML & 
tdltantfr. L dictamnus, dictamnum. 
fr^^^jft5mwn|fperhSfTWD«k/7, mountain in Crete] 1 : CRE- 
TANlbnTA ny% 2 < : * fraxi nella 3 : a small ' aromatic herb 
t {eunitaT&gmo^s)liot H the family Labiatae 4 : bastard 

diSy^m^SSv^-sl [ME (Sc dial.),- fr. MF dlti, ditli. 
1 pastfpartTlof <diter,idltier\ toi compose, indict. — more at ditej 

S^jJ^lrithet matter* charged in an indictment; also : the 

in^icUrtentJitselffe' 
dlttedfpg?/ro/>DrT 

iditaov^o%)5,pi({)toA^ pf dittos also dittoes [It ditto. 
rdaragpastTpartfoffdlivltolsay),?^ dletus, past part of 
r dIcVreitplsayiT=imore*at diction] 1, a : a thing mentioned 
" ' " " * *iove'|r--'Used to avoid repeating a ^word 
^■ itching infant ~s — MoUie Panter* 
ml symbolized by inverted commas, 
,for$ttie^M»lli marks ;^b.: a ditto mark 2 dittoes 



ip^r/r/irclothesTofrone^material or color throughout <a dark* 
!colqred[?uit£f&^ or close copy. <he is the ~ 



1 1 riiitrriiiii iijTnMirlpp 

■ ^meotIof£<theTseoond5Spc 



WO/^S\ft> : i to repeat the action or state- 
id|speaker/.~ed his argument) . ~ W : to 



! in the i 



/4 repea « a'niact torTs tatemeht |iMr, 
R 1 JdJttbJViXfe^Jas^bef orefor. aforesaid 
(Ifshallftct?^)*?^- s 
'dit;td^mpll^JdJdio t gr^^ n -s [Gk. dittos, dlssos 

Jti^oIdMEggrapAn:^ or words uninten- 

srionfllly^er^ted|inlcop7ingior«printing 

irtflrtiy^di!«graf8\fn -es [Gk dittographla, dlsso- 

•*-«• .... L . the.uninten- 

onprinting 



Br^hi^^diUps^dUsos^Argraphia -graphy] : th 
UonSlfrepe^ontoflllctterSiOr) words in copying • 



;» (as IliteratSrure] fori literature)^ --. ■ + 

dlUt6l^CTA1tal^ZVn^ES][Gk dlttologla, dlssotogta repetidon 
totfi^aidjjfT$dittosndtssos + -logta -logy];: a double reading 



5ld)in t ef pre ta tionf (as of» atbiblicall text) 
_^tel«^itJ»|i\W-ES>[MBfd/re, ^ fr. OF dltti 
J r^era^f rooral;\tract5f r. pastlpart. of dltler to 



- ^ Mi 

>oi^oioia|ir 

moraUtract^lf r:- u r 

tlpm ] %W\ \ a so ng fc - _ 
fcpj:rbhetof>. simple -unaffected character <a plaintive 



compost- 
„ compose, 
ibr shortlpoem intended to 



byiaiHighlandMass)' 2 ooj.: the words or subject of 
ildlstinguishedtfrom its * tuna 

. vV*/?HD/;iNa/-B3M ooj : si no vt, obs I to celebrate 
:[$etito!mu3ic<: ; siNO <with bis soft pipe, and smooth* 
Jdltttedisonk^— John jMilton) , 

^ttylbag r nj[ origin pnkjQown] : t aismall bag used esp. by sailors 
fitb^holdjthrej" J *" '" «^ « 



Shavingitwpihumps*(fr;trf/- + stylos callus, lump, penis) + 
yfCTcAojjspear,* lance — r more atiTHOLE] l a genus of small slender 
^*maiwtodeJwbnTisJ(fanu\^^^ including serious plant 

;^pa^iteaHa^the|pptot6<ro.t^ the bulb eelworm) 

P»slweU^alnumber of Charmless soil forms and commensals 
^.uml^mtokVdllamvortU -r5t\ rt.-s [by alter, (influence of 
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dlumalls — more at journal] 1 a : repeated or recurring 
every day : daily <the *— round of tasks and cares) b : going 
through its changes in a day; specij i having a recurrent daily 
cycle of change <~ rotation of the heavens —D.J.Price) 
2a: performed in or belonging to the daytime (black bats, 
inverted-in ~ slumber —P.M. Hubbard) <the city's ~ noises 

. faded with the night) b : chiefly active during the daytime 
(hunting dogs are mainly ~ animals —James Stevenson* 
Hamilton) — - compare nocturnal 3 of a flower a : opening 
during the day and closing at night b : lasting only a day 
: ephemeral 4 oj a sign oj the zodiac : uneven <the 1st, 
3d, and 5th are ~ signs) — di.ur.naMy \-'le,-*li\ adv 

^diurnal \ M \ n -s 1 ofcr : a small volume containing the 
services for the canonical hours which are said in the daytime 
2 archaic i daybook, diary 3 archaic : a daily newspaper 
or journal 

diurnal arc n : the portion of the diurnal circle . of a celestial 
body that is above the observer's horizon (the diurnal arc 
of the sun is its apparent path from sunrise to sunset) 

diurnal circle n : the apparent circle or parallel of declina- 
tion described by a celesual body in consequence of the earth's 
rotation 

dl.ur.nal.lst \*'#n B lSst\ n -s l*dlurnal +-/rf] archaic 

I JOURNALIST 

diurnal motion n : the apparent westward motion of the 
celestial sphere and celestial bodies resulting from, the rota- 
tion of the earth; also : the earth's rotation 

diurnal parallax n : geocentric parallax 

di-ur.na-tlon V.dlOar'nashsnV n -s [L dturnu* of the day. 
daily + E -ation (as in hibernation) — more at journal] 
1 : the habit of sleeping or being quiescent by day (the ~ of 
bats) 2 : a daily recurrent fluctuation in an ecological com- 
munity (as the vertical movement of plankton) - 

di'U'tur.nal \;dlyu:t9rn'i\ ad} [L dluturnus (fr. dlu lasting a 
long time, a long Ume ago) + E -al] i of long continuance 

: LASTl NO 

di*U*tar*ni.ty \,» a «a9d^\ n -ES [ME dluturnlte, fr. L diu- 
turnltat-, dluturnttas, fr. dluturnus +. -/far-, -//aj.-ity] : the 

3uality or state of being continuous or lasting . 
iy \\Jiv\ n -s [Per</?v — more at daeva] : daeva 
*diV substand past oj DIVE 

dlV abbr 1 divergence 2 diversion 3 divide 4 dividend 
5 divine; divinity 6 [It di'vfrf] separate 7 division 8 divorce 

dl.va Vdeva\ n, pi divas \-voz\ or dLve \-,vS\ [It, lit., 
goddess, fr. L, fem. of dlvus god — more at deity] : prima 

diva bine n : a moderate blue that is redder and duller than 
average copen and redder and .deeper than azurite blue or 
Dresden blue 

di.va.gate Ydlva.gSt, 'd!v-\ vf -ed/-ino/-s [LL .dlvagatus, 
past part, of dlvagart, fr. L dl- (fr. dls- apart) .+ vagarl to 
wander — more at dis-, vaoary] . 1 : to wander about or 
stray from one place or subject to another (now he divagated 
into the field of literature) 2 : diverge (natural science 
divagated more and more from metaphysics — George Boas) 

dl*va.ga*tlon \,»«*gash9n\ n -S [LL divagation-, divagatio, 
fr. dlvagatus + L -/on-, -io -ion] : the act or fact of divagating: 
as a : digression (numerous ~ * of the plot) b : deviation, 
divergence (fashionable ~s from classic literary norms) 

dl.valent \(')dl+ \ adj [ISV d/- + valent} : bivalent 

divall usu cap, var oj dewau 

di>van \tn sense 3 'dl.van or -vaa(a)n sometimes dl*v- or 
d*'v- or 'divan; in other senses the preceding pronunciations 
having heavy stress in the last syllable, and di'vtln or de'- or 
-'vin. are Jrequent\ n -s [Turk, fr. Per dlwan account book] 

1 or dl.wan XdywHn, di'-, -w4n\ a : a Muslim council of 
state; specij z the Turkish privy council that was presided 
over by the sultan or grand vizier b : council (meet the 

family ... in full Sir Walter Scott) 2 or dlwan a : a 

room or hall where a divan is held bra Muslim court of 
justice c : smoking room 3 a : a large low couch with no 
back or ends b : sofa, davenport C : a couch usu. without 
back or arms and often designed for use as a bed 4 or dlwan 
: a collection of poems esp. in Persian or Arabic; specif I a 
series of poems by one author 

dl.varianf \(')dI+\ adl [ISV dl- + variant} l bivariant 
*dl*var.l.cat6 Xdl'vara.kSt, dy-\ vb -Ed/-ino/-s [L dlvarl- 
ca/uj, past part, of dlvartcare, fr. d7- (fr. dis- apart) + varicare 
to straddle — more. at dis-, prevaricate] vt 1 : to spread 
apart : diverge from each other (at this spot the two roads ^) 

2 : to divide or. break up into distinct parts ~ vt 1 obs : to 
cause to divide into branches 2 : to stretch or spread apart 
(divaricated. iwo fingers of his hand) syn see branch • 

idi'Var.i.cate XOdllvarikit, da'v-\ adj [L divarlcatusl 

• : widely diverging or spreading apart — used esp. of branches 
and wings — di.var-i.cate.ly adv 

di*var*i*ca>tion XOdi.vara'kashan, di,-\ n -s [ML divarica- 
tion-, dtvarlcatio, fr. L dlvarlcatus (past part, of divaricare) 
+ -Ion-, -io -ion] 1 : the process or fact of separating into 
parts or branching out (~ of dialects from a common tongue); 
also : one of the branches or subdivisions made by such sep- 
aration 2 : a disagreement or divergence of opinion (~ of 
philosophical systems) 3 : the action or an instance of 
stretching or spreading apart (as the legs) 

di*var«l.ca.tor \« l *ra,kSdo(r)\ n -s : one that divaricates; 
esp : a muscle that causes divergence or separation of parts 
{as one of those which open the shell of brachiopods) . 

divd abbr dividend 

ldive Vdlv\ vb dived Vdlvd\ or dove \'dov, substand 
•dav\ or substand div Vdiv\ dived; diving; dives [ME 
dlven, duven, fr. OE dpjan (vt) to dip & dUfan fyi) to. dive; 
OE dpjan, causative fr. the root of dafan; akin to MLG 

'bed Oven to be covered, ON dpfa to dip, OHG tobal narrow 
valley, OSIav duplna cave, OE dyppan to dip — more at dip] 
vt 1 a : to plunge into water headfirst : thrust the body under 
or deeply, into water or other fluid; specij : to execute a dive 
b : submerge (the submarine dived} 2 a : to descend or fall 
precipitously (the mercury dived to eight below zero) b : to 
plunge one's hand into something (dived into her pocketbook) 
Go/a plane i to descend in a dive — compare glide 3 a : to 

E lunge into or explore- some matter or. subject :(~ into the 
eart of the matter) b : to throw oneself into some activity 
: make a vigorous start (dived into his food) (~ boldly into 
a strange new profession) C : to plunge or dash (as for shelter) 
into some place or across some space (bystanders dived for 
cover) : lunge esp. with the intent of seizing something 
(d/verf. for. his legs) ~ vt l a archaic : to plunge (a person 
or thing) into water b ; to thrust (as the hand or anything 
held) .into something ("•»> his hand into the earth — Mollie 
Panter-Downes) 2 : to cause (as an airplane or submarine) 
to descend (dived his plane through the sonic barrier) 3 ar- 
chaic : to penetrate or explore by or as if by diving (he 
~j the hollow, climbs the steeps —R.W.Emerson) ayn see 

PLUNGB 

adive \"\ n -s 1»: the act or an instance of diving: as a (1) : a 
plunge into water executed in a prescribed manner and con- 

• sisting of a takeoff, (as from a springboard), an evolution in 
the air, and entry into the water either headfirst (as in a 
swan dive or jackknife) or feet first (as in a somersault or 
gainer) — called also jancy dive (2) : a submerging esp. of a 
submarine (3) oj an airplane : a steep descent with or.without 
power in which the airspeed attained is greater than the 
maximum speed in horizontal flight (4) : a headfirst leap 
in tumbling into the air from the mat or over a piece of ap- 
paratus followed immediately by a forward roll b : a plunge 
into or exploration of some matter or subject (undismayed 
by his first ~ into calculus) C : a plunge or dash (as for 



diversional 

dive bomber n : a bomber designed for dive-bombing 

dive brake n : a retractable usu. hinged flap that may be 
extended into the airstream to increase the aerodynamic 
drag and thereby reduce the speed of a diving airplane 

dlvekeeper V*i«*A « : a keeper of a dive 

di-vel XOdllvel, d6V\ vt divelled; divelled; divelling; 
dlvelS [L divellere, fr. dl- (fr. dis- apart) + vellere to pluck, 
pull — more at dis-, vulnerable] archaic \ to tear asunder or 
draw apart 

di'VeMent VdT'velant di'-\ adj [L dlvellent-, dlvellens, pres. 
part, of divellere'] archaic : drawing or tending to draw apart 

dl'VeMLcate \di'vela,kat, d4'-\ v/ -ed/-ino/-s [L dl- (fr. dls- 
apart) + velllcatus, past part, of vellicare to pluck, twitch, fr. 
vellere to pluck, pull] archaic : to tear apart : break off : de- 
tach 

div-er Ydlva(r)\ n -s 1 : one that dives 2 a : a person who 
stays under water (as in salvage work) for long periods by 
having air supplied from the surface b : a fancy diver — 
compare dive la ( 1 ) c : any of various birds skillful in diving 
(as the grebe, sea duck, auk or penguin) ; specij : loon d slang 
chiejly Brit : pickpocket 

diverb n [prob. fr. L dl- (fr. dis- apart) + E -verb (as in prov- 
erb) ] obs l a proverbial expression : proverb 

di*verge \di'varj, (')dT|v-, -v5j,-vaij\ vb -ed/-ino/-s [ML 
divergere, fr. L dl- (fr. dis- apart) + vergere to bend, incline — 
more at dis-, wrench] vt 1 a : to move or extend in different 
directions from a common point : draw apart (these two 
roads ~ like the branches of a Y) — opposed to converge 
b : to become different in character or form : differ in opinion 
(dialects of the same language have diverged so widely that 
their relationship is no longer apparent) 2 a : to turn aside 
or lead away from a particular route or direction (diverging 
from his direct path — Thomas Hardy) b : to turn aside or 
deviate from a particular policy, course of action, subject, or 
line .of thought : digress (~ to another topic) : differ in 
form, character, or opinion (the traditions recorded there ^ 
from those that my mother handed down — George Santayana) 
~ vt : to cause to take a different direction : deflect (~ a 
compass needle) syn see swerve 

di>verge*xnent \*'*mant\ n -s archaic : divergence 

dLver.gence \di'varjan(t)s, dl'-, -v5j-,-vaij-\ n -s [ML dlver- 

f ere + E -encel 1 a : a drawing apart (as of lines extending 
rom a common center) (an angle is formed by the ~ of straight 
lines) b : a difference or disagreement in form, character, 
opinion (growing ~ of opinion between the two countries} — 
opposed to convergence c : the acquisition of dissimilar 
characters by related organisms or strains under the influence 
of unlike environments 2 : a turning aside or departure 
from a direction, course, policy : deviation, digression (~ 
from a theoretical norm) 3 : dissemination of the effect of 
activity of a single nerve cell through multiple synaptic connec- 
tions — compare convergence 4 : the depletion of air in a 
layer or region of the atmosphere due to outflowing winds 
syn see dissimilarity 

dl-ver.gen.cy \-nse, -si\ n -es : divergence 

di'Ver.gent Xdi'varjant, -v5j-,-vaij- also di'v- or 'dTJv-X adj 
[ML divergent-, divergens, pres. part, of divergere} 1 a : di- 

. verging from each other : radiating from a common center (~ 
lines) (the ~ evolution of two species) : spreading (~ 
branches) — opposed to convergent b : differing from each 
other or from a standard : deviating, deviant (how to 
reconcile these ~ statements) (frowned on his — behavior) 
2 : relating to or being an infinite sequence that does not have 
a limit or an infinite series whose partial sums do not have a 
limit 3 : causing divergence of. rays (a ~ lens) syn see dif- 
ferent 

dl*ver>gent>ly adv ; in a divergent manner 

diverging lens n : a lens that causes divergence of rays and has 
a virtual focus for parallel rays — compare COnveroino lens 

dl*verg*ing*ly adv : in a diverging manner 

diverging meniscus n : a meniscus lens that is thicker, at the 
edge than in the center — see lens illustration 

idi.vers \'dTva(r)z sometimes -va(r)s or -,varz or -.v5z or 
-,vaiz\ adj [ME divers, diverse — more at diverse] 1 o6r : dif- 
ferent in kind or species : diverse 2 : more than one but 
indefinite in number : several, various, sundry (~ styles of 
musical expression — Virgil Thomson) 

^divers \"\ pron, pi In constr [ME divers, diverse, fr. divers, 
diverse, adj. J : an indefinite number more than- one (as of 

Sersons or objects) (~ of the enemy were captured) 
ivers pi oj diver 
dLverse XOdlJvars, di f v-, -v5s,-vois\ adj [ME divers, diverse, 
fr. OF & L; OF divers, fr. L diversus, fr. past part, of divertere 
to turn aside, go different ways, differ — more at divert] 

1 : differing from one another : unlike, distinct (offered ~ 
judgments on the matter) (a people of such ~ racial origins) 

2 obs : divers 2 3 : having or capable of having various 
forms or qualities (the exceedingly ~ nature of man) : com- 
posed of unlike or distinct elements (a most *v group of 
politicians) syn see .different 

di.verse.ly cdv [ME, fr. diverse + -/v] : in. a diverse manner 
: in different ways : variously (treated the subject most ~) 
di*verse»ness n -es {MB dlversenes, fr.- diverse + -nes -ness] 

: DIVERSITY 

dlversl- comb jorm [ME, fr. MF, fr. L, fr. diversus} I different 
: diverse : diversely (rf/versfform) (d/verr/foliate) 

dl>ver.sl*fi-ca>tion Xdi.varsafi'kashan, -vas-,-v»is- also 
(,)di,-\ n -s [ML diversification-, diver siflcatto, fr. diversiflca- 
tus (past part.-of diversijicare to diversify) + L -Ion-, -lo -ion — 

• more at diversify] 1 : the act or process of diversifying or 
becoming diversified : the state of being diversified (~ of our • 
population) 2 a : the practice of spreading investments 
among a variety of securities or classes of securities b : the 
act or policy of increasing the variety of products or manu- 
factures (as of a manufacturing concern) 

diversified adj 1 : having variety of character, of form, or of 
the elements of composition (<— musical program ranging from 
classical to modern) (~ scenery) 2a: having investments 
distributed among a variety of securities b : producing a 
variety of crops or manufactures . 

di.ver.Sl'form Ndi'varss.fOrm, dI*-\ adj idiversl- + -jorm} 
: varied or differing in form 

di.ver.sMy Xdi'vws^fl, -v5s-,-vais- also di'-\ vb -ed/-ino/-es 
[ML diversijicare, fr. LL diversijicus varied, fr. L diverst- + 
-jicus -fic] vt 1 a : to make diverse (as in character, form, 
quality) : give variety to*: varieoate (~ the educational pro- 
gram by introducing new subjects) (skyscrapers which now ~ 
the skyline —P.E.James) b : to distribute (as investments) 
among different kinds of securities c :.to increase the variety 
of the products or manufactures of (seeking manufacturing 
plants to ~ a predominantly agricultural economy — Wall 
Street Joun} 2 obs : to differentiate or distinguish (one) from 
another ~ W : to produce variety : vary; specij : to produce 
a variety of crops or of manufactures (low wheat prices 
forced farmers to ~> 

dl*ver*sion \d4'var|zhan, di'-, -v3|,-v»i|, Brit ojten & US 
sometimes |shan\ n -s [F. fr. MF; fr. LL diversion-, dlversio, fr. 
L diversus (past part, of divertere to turn aside, go different 
ways, differ) + -fort-, -io -ion — more at divert] 1 a : the act 
or an instance of diverting from one course or use to another 
(charged the board with ~ of public funds) b : the act or an 
Instance of diverting (as the mind or attention) from some 
activity or concern (recommended ~ of his mind from busi- 
ness) C : a turning aside of one's attention, course, or con- 
cern : deviation, digression (a ~ from the main highway) 
(mars the story by a ~ into irrelevant material) 2 a : some- 
thing that turns the mind from serious concerns or ordinary 
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v. diverged, drverg-ing, drverg-es 

v. intr. 

1 . To go or extend in different directions from a common point; branch out. 

2. To differ, as in opinion or manner. 

3. To depart from a set course or norm; deviate. See Synonyms at swerve . 

4. Mathematics. To fail to approach a limit. 



To cause (light rays, for example) to diverge; deflect. 



[Latin d^ergere : Latin d 1 -, dis-, apart; see dis- + Latin vergere, to bend; 
see wer- in Indo-European Roots.] 
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v 1 : move or draw apart; "The two paths diverge here" [ant: converge! 2: have no 
limits as a mathematical series [ant: converge! 3: extend in a different direction; 
"The lines start to diverge here"; "Their interests diverged" [ant: converge ] 4: be at 
variance with; be out of line with [syn: deviate, vary , depart ! [ant: conform ] 

Source : WordNet ® 2 O f © 2003 Princeton University 
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